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Transcribed by Lilla Renfro, emaiilla@centurytel.net

Notes.

1. My Grandmother Dora SCAGGS Moye (1903-1992) sahiktticle. It tells about a 1922 one-man shodsjoige in
McCurtain County Oklahoma and the lawmen that dpgre him. My G.Grandfather is one of the lawmerishieferred to as
"Constable G. W. Moye of Valliant". Our George Woix (1853-1931) was a lawman in and around Valfrant 1912-13 on
up to 1930. If you know of any other articles timention him, please contact me.

The wording, paragraphing, punctuation, and sjgedire exactly as they appear in the original attld one place | added one

word for clarity, denoted as “[...]". | underlineklet first occurrence of each name to make the@gsier to scan.

Observation: The Sheriff, his Deputy, the posse, raad the Constable of Wright City were apparegitliyiding horses as they

accepted the offers of two local men with carsrigecthem to Wright City and Broken Bow.

A summary of the people in this article, listedhir order they appear: Sheriff A. W. "Bud" FelkerE. Crump, W. A. Wauhop, Tom
Graham, W. F. Martin, the killer Clayton Thompsaohn Ridge, Rufe "Kid" Anderson, Deputy Richardekthe killer's wife (no
name given), Cleve Christian (a rancher who wasndyithe Sheriff, his Deputy, and a posse man tight/City in his car), posse
man John Bowling, Wright City constable (no nameeg), a millwright who owned a car (no hame giv€ignstable G. W. Moye of
Valliant, Deputy Sheriff Willie Fowler of Millertorthe sheriff's brother E. A. Felker, Gazette Hditb J. Old, Sheriff Dan Holman.
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Folk History

McCurtain County Killing — 1922 Style

EDITOR'S NOTE: Information used in
the following folk history feature is from
microfilm files of the McCurtain Gazette,
Valliant Tribune and Broken Bow News
and from W. A. Carter's "History of
McCurtain County," published in 1923.

By Len Green

McCurtain County voters seem to hay
a "liking" for sheriff candidates who have
"Bud" as a nickname.

It is possible that this affinity for
sheriffs named "Bud", especially amon
old timers, goes back to a tragic day i
August of 1922 when_Sheriff A. W.
"Bud" Felker lost his life so senselessly
and yet so courageously.

On that bloody Sunday anbonday,
August 13-14, 1922three persons died
one received a fatal wound and two othg
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were injured within a 16 hour period.

bre shooting scene.

Only two weeks before his death
Sheriff A. W. "Bud" Felker had easily
won a second term as sheriff g
McCurtain County over four opponents.

In the Tuesday, Aug. 1, 1922, electiq
Felker received 1,633 votes. Among H
challenger<t. E. Crumghad 1,399 votes, W. A.
Wauhoppolled 856, Tom Grahameceived
321 and W. F. Martigot 101.

The bloody page of county history
began about 5 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 1
1922, when a man named Claytd
Thompson reportedly shot and Kkilled
John [Ridge]and Rufe "Kid" Anderson
at a spot known as the "Old Clark Mil
Set” northwest of Wright City.

Sheriff A. W. "Bud" Felker received
news of the shooting, and about 7:30 p.
that same evening, he and Depu
Richard Jonesleft Idabel for the

There they were told that Clayton
Thompson and his wilgere "holed up" in

f a house about a mile from the spot

where the shooting occurred.

n Sheriff Felter and Deputy Jones
is located the house, and elected to watch

it until morning, when they would have a

better chance of taking Thompson alive.
About 6:30 a.m. on Monday. Aug. 14,

1922, Cleve Christian dflountain View,

3, who owned a ranch in the ayeame by

n and told Sheriff Felker and Deputy Jones

that their bird had flown.

Christian told the sheriff he had seen
Clayton Thompson walking down the
road toward Wright City and that Thompson
had told him he was "on his way to town to

M. give up to the law."
ty Christian offered to take the Sheriff and

his deputy to Wright City in his automobile,
and the trio was joined by a posse man
named John Bowlingwith Christian
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and Deputy Jones riding in the front gf the building and entered the restaurant
the automobile and Bowling and Sheriff the rear door.
Felker in the back seat. He saw Thompson, seated where

Enroute to Wright City, they talked could watch the front door, calmly eatin
with several persons, each of whom breakfast. He eased forward near t
reported seeing Thompson and hearingfugitive and ordered him to raise hi
him say that he desired to surrender hands.

According to Deputy Jones, the four in -~ Thompson partially raised his hands al
the car overtook Thompson as he walkedstood up from the table, raising his han
down the street about four blocks from higher at the request of the deputy sherif
downtown Wright City. As he tumed to face Deputy Jone

As there were several persons on the Thompson suddenly kicked thdeputy
sidewalks and as Clayton Thompsgnand grabbed the barrel of Jones
carried a 30-30 rifle, Sheriff Felker told the shotgun pushing it away
group to practice care and try not The first shot triggered by the deput
disturb the man. missed Thompson and tore into th

The car stopped alongside the fugitive. front wall of the cafe. But Jones
As they were old acquaintances, Sherff twisted the weapon, pressed it again
Felker did all of the "talking" to Claytonr  Thompson's body and unloosed the secq
Thompson. barrel.

Thompson told the sheriff that h "My God," said Thompson as he sank
did, indeed, intend to surrender. Bul, his knees on the floor, "Don't shoot agai
when Felker invited him to get into th¢ You've already killed me."
car, he said that he'd rather walk gn The Wright City constableand a
downtown. millwright who owned a caagreed to

So telling Thompson "OK, we'll seq take Cleve Christian and John Bowling
you downtown," Sheriff Felker told| ahospital in Broken Bow.

Cleve Christian to drive the caronintp  Constable G. W. Moye of Valliant
the downtown Wright City area. and Deputy Sheriff Wilie Fowler of

When the car was about 15 feet away, Millerton, after Thompson had receive
Thompson suddenly pulled the 30-30 up medical attention at the Dieri&wmill
to his shoulder and opened fire on the dispensary, loaded him up and head
automobile and its passengers. for the county jail in Idabel.

The first two shots hit Sheriff Felker|  Deputy Jones and several volunteg
the first entering his left temple and loaded Sheriff Bud Felker's body int
the second striking him between the Cleve Christian's automobile and took
shoulder blades. to the home of_the dead sheriff

The third struck the driverCleve | brother, E. A. Felkemorth of Valliant.
Christian, low and near the center of hi The Kkiller, Clayton Thompson, wag
back and the fourth shot tore into Johp indeed mortally wounded and died in t
Bowling's left shoulder. county jail at about 6:30 p.m. of

Of the four persons in the car, only Depuly Tuesday, Aug. 15, 1922.
Richard Jones was unhurt. He managed|tc But, before he
turn off the automobile's motor and i
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died, Clayton

]

by As they approached the spring,
Thompson said he looked back and

he saw John Ridge coming up the roadway.

j  "He looked like he didn't want me to

ne have a drink, so | just shot the head off

5 him," Thompson said.

"In about two minutes | saw Rufe

d Anderson coming up from the other way. |

s was plain tired of being aggravated, so |

. justup and shot him, too."

Clayton Thompson said that no words
had been exchanged between him and
his first two victims before the fatal
shotswere fired.

y The Killer also told the Gazette
e editor that he had intended to surrender
when he reached Wright City on that

st bloody Monday moming.

n "l've known Bud Felker for 27 years,"
he said. "And when he started talking to

lo me, | just decided that | didn't want him

n. taking me to jail."

"I'd have killed all four of the men in the
car, but | ran out of ammunition,”
Thompson concluded. About six

0 hours after this conversation, he died, with
no further explanation of his blood spree.

Cleve Christian, though partially
paralyzed for a time, recovered from

d his gunshot wound, as did the other

posse member, John Bowling.

pd  On Wednesday moming, Aug. 16, 1922,
at a caled meeting of the board of

rscounty — commissioners, Deputy

b Richard Jones was appointed as sheriff

t by a unanimous vote.

5 Inview of Jones' record and his quiet
heroism of the days before, not even E.
E. Crump, who trailed Felker in the

e election two weeks before by less than
300 votes, objected to the appointment.

Richard Jones had served four
years as a deputy sheriff under Sheriff

P

[ Thompson was asked by Gazette EdiforDan Holmanand was completing his

coasted to a halt in a bar ditch.

Telling some passersby to help get i
wounded men out of the car, Deputy Jon
followed Clayton Thompson into
downtown Wright City.

Seeing Thompson going into a cafg

W. J. Oldwhy he had killed three men
ne and wounded two others.

es Thompson told Old that he and hi
wife had walked from Valliant, and as i
was hot they had stopped at the O
2, Clark Mill Set to take a drink of watel

second year as Bud Felker's
Undersheriff.

5 Jones was to serve two terms as sheriff
t thereafter.

d

Deputy Jones made his way to the back|offrom a spring near the roadway.



